After many interviews with professors on the various governing bodies of this austere institution, they were permitted to sit for the qualifying examination in arts, a requirement for university enrolment. They all did well, and were admitted with the stipulation that they would be taught in special classes, separate from the male students. In effect, this meant the payment of four times the regular tuition fees. As fees were then being paid not to the university but directly to the professors, they had to be sufficient to make it worth the professor's time to lecture to a group of five.
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After many interviews with professors on the various governing bodies of this austere institution, they were permitted to sit for the qualifying examination in arts, a requirement for university enrolment. They all did well, and were admitted with the stipulation that they would be taught in special classes, separate from the male students. In effect, this meant the payment of four times the regular tuition fees. As fees were then being paid not to the university but directly to the professors, they had to be sufficient to make it worth the professor's time to lecture to a group of five.
For the next years, each term found the women's names on the honours lists.
However, theirs was not an easy road to learning, for many of the male students went to considerable lengths to harrass and annoy them, publicly and privately, sometimes even obscenely, with the covert approval of a few professors. At one point, a riot was staged at the gates of Surgeons' Hall as the women were about to enter for an anatomy examination. The result of that riot was a trial on the charge of libel against Sophia Jex-Blake; but the verdict of one farthing damages awarded to the plaintiff was some indication of the sympathies of the community.
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Edythe Lutzker A further affront to the male student ego: Edith Pechey as first-year student qualified for a chemistry prize of £200-of which she was in great need-and more important to her, the right of access to the chemistry laboratory, hitherto denied the women students. She had been using a makeshift affair which she had set up in the quarters she shared with Miss Jex-Blake, and the possibility of access to the university's laboratory was most exhilarating-until she learned that the prize had been denied her, as a woman, and given to a male second-year student, next on the list. The denial of this prize incensed not only the five women students, but also the more enlightened sections of the community. Their indignation led a number of Edinburgh citizens, many of them of some prominence, to form a Committee to Secure a Complete Medical Education for Women in Edinburgh.
Their outstanding academic performance during their years at Edinburgh did not, however, win for these women the right to complete their medical education and receive medical degrees. The university finally ousted them in 1874, on the grounds that it had 'exceeded its authority' in admitting them in the first place, and thus had no further responsibility toward them. Before their expulsion, they had sued the university and won a favourable decision from the High Court of Scotland. The university appealed, and the verdict was reversed by a single vote. Moreover, the women were compelled to pay all the legal costs, including the university's appeal, to the extent of some £2,000. The fund intended to bring women doctors from England, to build the hospital to be staffed by women, and to persuade the medical school of the University of Bombay, and the Grant Medical College, to admit Indian women for medical education. Eventually the Fund succeeded in all these objectives. In pursuit of the first aim, namely, to bring women doctors to India from England, Mr. Kittredge met with Edith Pechey in Paris in 1883. She promised that she would carefully consider accepting the post of Senior Medical Officer at the not-yet-built hospital, at a guaranteed salary of Rs. 500 per month, plus living quarters and first-class passage out and home. Returning a little later to Leeds, she turned her practice and her rooms over to a friend and colleague and embarked upon a most significant journey. She arrived in Bombay on 12 December 1883. Perhaps she had never really had any doubts as to her decision. As she wrote later from India, ' . . . there is a great need for someone to initiate a movement here.' Thus Edith Pechey, among her many distinctions, was the first Senior Medical Officer in the first hospital in the world to be staffed entirely by women.
Pending the completion of the hospital, a temporary dispensary was opened to which the poorer women came for treatment. At once Dr. Pechey realized that to be effective in changing the lives and outlook of these women, she must learn to communicate with them in their own language, and along with her other responsibilities and duties, she began an intensive study of Hindustani. Her self-respecting and dignified professional attitude was shown by one of her first administrative acts. With the support of the trustees of the Fund, she won for herself and her staff the same salary as was paid to men doctors in comparable positions, in the belief that lesser compensation to women physicians would undermine their professional status, and encourage the lingering suspicion that in this field women were not as well qualified as men.
Dr. Pechey entered quickly into Indian intellectual and professional life. In the year after her arrival she became a member of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bombay, whose members were scholars; later she served as its Vice-President. In England she had been active among the gallant few who struggled against the enmity or the indifference of the many to shatter Victorian taboos, particularly to break through the barriers set up against women in medicine. She came to India at a time when many socio-religious laws and age-old traditions were under scrutiny and challenge by an enlightened and liberal segment of the Indian people. Child marriage; the proscribed re-marriage of widows, even child widows; education for girls; the vast and overwhelming problems of public health-these were some of the areas in which reforms were called for; reforms that were bitterly opposed by orthodox Hindus on religious grounds. Purdah and zenana systems which isolated females from every male member of the household except their husbands, were stubbornly defended by orthodox Mohammedans as well as by Hindus. As the logic of her whole life would dictate, Dr. Pechey was no more neutral in these struggles in India than she had been in England. A cause celbre in which she became involved was the case of Rukhmabai. Married at eleven years of age to an 43 Edythe Lutzker orthodox Hindu, Rukhmabai refused to go to live with her husband; whereupon he brought legal action for restitution of his conjugal rights. The affair became a national scandal. Some years later she decided that she wanted to study medicine. Dr. Pechey encouraged the young girl to remain firm of purpose and offered to make it possible for her to go to the London School of Medicine for Women. Rukhmabai did go to England, returned to India in 1894 with a medical degree, and was in time, appointed Chief Medical Officer of two hospitals, one in Rajkot and the other in Surat. These appointments were largely due to the influence of Dr. Pechey, now Dr. Edith PecheyPhipson. Not long after her arrival in India, she had met Herbert Phipson, a wine merchant, a reformer, and a naturalist. He had helped to found the Natural History Society of Bombay and served as its Honorary Secretary for more than twenty years. He was also much interested in, and for several years an officer of the Medical Women for India Fund. He and Edith Pechey were married in March 1889.
In 1890 Dr. Pechey-Phipson addressed the Hindus of Bombay on the evils of child marriage, dealing with that highly controversial subject from the medical and psychological aspects, a talk favourably received by her male audience. One man ordered it translated into twenty of the most widely-used languages of India and had many thousands of copies printed at his own expense to ensure wide distribution.
Edith Pechey-Phipson was the first woman honoured by appointment to the Senate of the University of Bombay. She held the post of Senior Medical Officer at the Cama Hospital from its completion in 1886 until 1894, when she retired to continue in private practice. She was the moving and widely opposed force behind the drive for a nurses' training school to be connected with the Cama Hospital, and did not give up until it was established. A tireless advocate of expansion of educational opportunities for girls, she was also a staunch supporter of the few schools in existence. Her profound interest in education for women brought her an invitation to preside at the prize distribution ceremonies of the Alexandra Native Girls' English School, founded in 1863, and her address to these young ladies was an impassioned plea for them to continue their education through college, university and the professional academies, and to help to secure education for all the women of India.
In 1891, Edith and her husband founded the Pechey-Phipson Sanatorium on their own summer estate at Nasik Road, about 120 miles north of Bombay, where the climate is drier, and the countryside is beautiful. Here they built several cottage units, and families without means of escaping the insufferable heat of the Bombay summer were invited to come for a month's stay; convalescent women and children especially were encouraged to take advantage of a health-renewing sojourn at rent-free, and only nominal cost. Bombay newspapers published notices of such accommodations, directing interested readers to apply to Phipson and Co., through whom all arrangements would be made. And so they are to this day, with the number of cottages now twenty-three, with one additional building used as a library and one devoted to badminton.
When in 1894 Dr. Pechey-Phipson retired from her hospital post to private practice, her health was already severely undermined and she was suffering from diabetes. Nevertheless, when in 1896 bubonic plague broke out in Bombay, followed by a cholera epidemic and famine which raged throughout India for the next four years, 
